THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON

DATE: August 14, 2016
SUBJECT: BEING WELL-PLEASING TO THE LORD: Giving
SCRIPTURE: Acts 20:35; Malachi 3:10; Deuteronomy 26:10; Luke 6:38, 12:15; Proverbs 19:17; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4; Matthew 6:2-3
AIM: To instill in the children a desire to be cheerful givers.
MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Acts 20:35b (…It is more blessed to give than to receive.); Luke 6:38 (Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, they will give into your bosom. For with what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you in return.); 2 Corinthians 9:7b (…for God loves a cheerful giver.); Luke 12:15 (And He said to them, Watch and guard yourself from all covetousness, for no one’s life is in the abundance of his possessions.)
SUGGESTED SONGS: 152 (What Can I Give Jesus?); 3412 BSS Matthew Volume 1 Song #21 (I Mowed Some Grass); 9123 BSS Acts Song #23 (Blessed To Give); 9031 BSS Go Jesus! Go! Song #12 (If You Ever See A Needy One); 9040 BSS Go Jesus Song #21 (Casting Money Into the Box)
APPROACH: Ask the children: (1) Have you ever received a gift that you really liked? How did you feel? (2) Did you ever give away something that was special to you? How did you feel? (3) If you had 100 pieces of candy, would you give away two pieces? But what if you only had two pieces of candy? Would you give them both away and save none for yourself? 
Note to serving ones: Some children may say giving made them feel good. But it is possible that some may say they were not happy about giving something away. Hopefully this lesson will inspire them to be cheerful givers.
CONTENT: Today we will hear a Bible story about someone who had very little, yet gave willingly. One day, while the Lord Jesus was on the earth, He sat down opposite the treasury and watched how the crowd cast in money. The treasury was in the temple, where people donated money.
Many rich people cast in a lot of money. But the Lord noticed a poor widow cast in two lepta, which is a quadrans. This was very little money, about equivalent to a fourth of a penny! Can you guess how the Lord felt about this very small offering? He told His disciples, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has cast in more than all those who were casting into the treasury, For they all cast in out of their surplus, but she, out of her lack, has cast in all that she had, her whole living” (Mark 12:41-44). He felt that she gave even more than the rich people’s offerings, because she had very little to begin with and yet she was willing to part with it. 
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM:
Note to serving ones: Please do not try to cover every point. As the Lord leads and through fellowship, we should cover particular, age-appropriate applications based on the children in our group.

· Everything we have is from the Lord. Everything we have is from the Lord, so we should not be greedy. James 1:17a tells us, “All good giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,…” The Lord generously gave to us, so we should also generously give to others. What are some ways we can give to others? For example, when someone offers us a plate of cookies, we can help give to others first before taking some for ourselves. 
· Give and it will be given to you. The Lord is generous to us. He tells us, “Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, they will give into your bosom. For with what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you in return” (Luke 6:38). When our Lord gives, He gives bountifully and not stingily. Because He is our Father, He will always wants the best for His children, even if it is not what we expect. He gives the best to us, even to the point of “running over” in abundance.
· Being a cheerful giver. When we give, we should give willingly and cheerfully, not grudgingly and sparingly. “But take note of this: He who sows sparingly shall also sparingly reap; and he who sows with blessings shall also with blessings reap; Each one as he has purposed in his heart, not out of sorrow or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). If we are willing, cheerful and generous in what we give, it will become a blessing to us and also a blessing to the receiver. 

· Give our best to the Lord. We should not give leftovers. Rather, we should give the Lord our best (Deuteronomy 26:10a; Numbers 18:8a, 12, 29). For example, our best time of the day is always in the morning; therefore as we wake up we should give this time to Him first to say “good morning” to Him, sing to Him or learn our memory verse before we do other things. When we come to the meeting on the Lord’s Day, we should wear our best clothing since it shows our love and respect for the Lord. 
· What can we give to the Lord? Perhaps as a child, we may feel we do not have anything to give to the Lord. But we do have some things. For example: 
· Offerings. We can give some money (gifts, allowance, savings) that we received and put it in the offering box. Do you know that our offerings meet many needs such as electricity, water, paper, etc. Also, our offerings help others that are in need. Both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament, there are many examples of people offering to the Lord regularly (e.g., Malachi 3:10a; 1 Corinthians 16:2). How much should we give? That is up to us and the Lord, and we could ask our parents too, but a good rule of thumb is to give at least one-tenth of what we have. 
· Time and energy. We can also offer our time. Instead of going to bed late Saturday night, we can go to bed on time so that we can get up early. Perhaps if we come early to the meeting, we can help set up the chairs for the children’s meeting or make sure the garbage containers in the rooms have a liner. We can also spend some time to pray for others. Instead of watching cartoons for hours, we can give our time to help clean the meeting hall or help our parents. 
Adapted from the Church in New York City children’s meeting lessons: 1/18/87; 5/4/08
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