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THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY 
CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON 

 
DATE: September 18, 2016 
SUBJECT: GOD’S CALLING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: God Called Adam and Eve 
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7-9, 15-22, 24; 3:1-10, 21-24 
AIM: To show the children that God created man in His image and gave him dominion to rule over and 
be responsible for the whole earth. 

SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Genesis 1:26 (And God said, Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.); John 15:13-14 (13 No one has greater love than this, that one lay down his life for 
his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command you.); Psalms 139:14a (I will praise You, for 
I am awesomely and wonderfully made;) 

SUGGESTED SONGS: 186 (Do You Know What You’re Made For?); 174 (When “Ugly Satan” 
Knocks on My Heart’s Door); 60 (The Creation); 7 (I Am a Very Special Child); 9520 BSS Wonderful 
CD Song #10 (I Am Awesomely and Wonderfully Made); 9501 BSS Wonderful CD Song #1 
(Wonderfully); 9504 BSS Wonderful CD Song #4 (Heaven's for Earth, Earth’s for Man); 9506 BSS 
Wonderful CD Song #6 (I’m Gonna Praise God Unceasingly); 9517 BSS Wonderful CD Song #7 (I Am So 
Glad That God Made My Skin); 9017 BSS God’s Design Song #17 (Thank Him, Thank Him, All the 
Little Children) 
SUGGESTED CRAFT: Prepare from construction paper a man and silhouettes of various types of 
animals such as fish, birds and land animals. Have the children identify and write down the names of each 
of the animals.  
INTRODUCTION: This year we will start a new series on God’s Calling in the Old Testament. All of 
these lessons on God’s Calling in the Old Testament have one underlying point: God loves man and wants 
man to love Him and express Him. Although God has called so many different kinds of people throughout 
the ages, He is still calling us today, even little children. He is calling us to come back to Him, to know 
and love Him, and to cooperate with Him in everything He has planned.  
CONTENT: 
God created man in His own image. In Genesis 1:26-27, we see that God created Adam in a very 
special way, with His very own image and likeness. No other creature has God’s image and likeness, only 
man. God made man in this way because man was made just for God. God wanted man to know Him, 
love Him and be friends with Him. 
 
Man was given the highest place in God’s creation (Gen. 1:26-27). What makes human beings 
different from other created things? (Ask the children to compare man to minerals, then plants, then 
animals.) Yes, man was created in a very special way: unlike plants, we have thoughts, emotions and 
choices; and unlike animals, we can converse with God and be friends with Him. No other creation has 
this special place in the universe. Even in the food chain, man is at the top. (Ask if the children can share 
examples.) Plants were created to feed animals, and both plants and animals provide food to man. Man 
was given “dominion” over all the creatures on the earth and over all the earth. (Dominion means the 
power to rule; supreme authority over something.) God created man and called him for this purpose: to 
represent Him and rule over all the earth, that is, to be responsible to take care of God’s creation. 
 
God put man in the Garden of Eden and gave him the responsibility of naming the animals (Gen. 
2:7-9, 18-22, 24). After Jehovah created man, whom He named Adam, He planted a garden in Eden and 
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placed Adam there. God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well 
as two special trees: the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. 
 
God then brought every animal of the field and every bird of heaven to Adam to see what Adam would 
call them. And whatever Adam called any living animal, that was its name. Adam gave names to all cattle 
and to the birds of heaven and to every animal of the field. God gave him the important job of naming all 
the creatures God had created. Adam was God’s representative and had God’s authority to oversee His 
creation. Among the animals, however, Adam did not find a helper as his counterpart. God had said, It is 
not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper as his counterpart.” God then put Adam to 
sleep deeply, and took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh. God then built the rib into a woman and 
brought her to Adam, and they became man and wife (Gen. 2:18-22, 24). 
 
Man disobeys God (Gen. 2:15-17, 3:1-10). After placing Adam in the Garden of Eden, God gave him 
one simple commandment: not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam was called to 
obey God’s word. God’s intention was for Adam and his wife Eve to eat of the tree of life. 
 
However, Adam and Eve failed God’s purpose by disobeying His word—they ate from the forbidden tree 
(Gen. 3:1-10). Satan had come in as a serpent and tricked them into choosing to eat from that tree. After 
eating the forbidden tree, their eyes were opened and they knew they were naked. They sewed fig leaves 
together to cover themselves and they hid from God’s presence because they were ashamed and afraid. 
While they were hiding, God came to call them. God called them because He desired to bring them back 
to Himself. He did not want them to be in hiding—His desire was to be man’s friend. To cover Adam and 
Eve’s nakedness, God killed animals (probably lambs) and made coats of skins to cover them. These were 
much better than the fig leaves which Adam and Eve made for themselves. Adam and Eve received God’s 
gracious provision and were forgiven. 
 
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: Note to serving ones: Please do not try to 
cover every point. As the Lord leads and through fellowship, we should cover particular, age-appropriate 
applications based on the children in our group. 
 
• We as human beings are very special. No other creature in God’s entire creation was made like us. 

We were made in God’s image. He made us in a special way, so that we can love Him, talk to Him 
and express Him through the way we live. Out of all the creation, only man has the unique ability to 
contact God. Do any other creatures pray? No—only man is able to pray to God. God is invisible but 
He wants to be expressed, or known, in the whole universe. So God made us with the capacity to 
express Him. God made us with a mind, emotion and will, so we can think like Him, feel like Him, 
and choose like Him. 

• We were called to rule over the whole earth and over all the creatures of the earth. This includes 
God’s enemy, Satan. Satan may come to tempt us to do the wrong thing, like tell a lie about 
something we did. We only need to tell him, “No! Go away!” He will then leave us alone. 

• We were called to be responsible for God’s creation. We should not waste things like food, water, 
paper, etc.  We should not litter. We should take care of our surroundings. We should be responsible 
and take good care of the earth God created for us. 

• We were called to obey God’s word. On the earth today there are not many who obey even God’s 
most basic word: You shall have no other gods before Me; honor your parents; you shall not steal, 
kill, commit adultery, lie, covet, etc. We should obey what the Bible says and also obey God’s 
speaking in our conscience (heart). 

 
Adapted from Church in New York City’s Children’s Meeting lessons: 9/19/93; 9/12/99; 9/11/05; 9/11/11 


