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THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY 

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON 

 

DATE: November 20, 2016 

SUBJECT: GOD’S CALLING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: God Called Abraham (2)—God Makes a 

Covenant With Abraham  
SCRIIPTURE: Genesis 16:1-16; 17:1-27 

AIM: To help the children see that God is always faithful to keep His promises.  

SUGGSTED MEMORY VERSES: Matthew 24:35 (Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall 

by no means pass away.); Romans 4:3b (And Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him as 

righteousness.); Hebrews 6:15 (And thus when Abraham had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.); 

Acts 3:25b (…God covenanted with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ―And in your seed shall all the families 

of the earth be blessed.‖); Galatians 3:16a (But to Abraham were the promises spoken and to his seed.); 

Romans 4:21b (…what He had promised He was able also to do.) 

 

SUGGESTED SONGS: 25 (I Believe God); 73 (Alphabet Chorus); 190 (I Am Called Just Like Abraham); 64 

(Every Promise in the Bible is Mine); 44 (Father Abraham); 66 (God’s Word in My Heart); 9410 (I Believe 

the Promises); 96 (No, Never Alone); 2822 (God’s Promise); 9427 (Yes In My Bible) 

 

CRAFT IDEA: Popsicle stick puppets of Abraham and Sarah. Stretch out cotton balls and glue onto the 

figures for white hair or white beard to indicate old age.  

 

APPROACH: Ask the children if they have ever been promised something, but had to wait for it. How did it 

feel to wait for something? Alternatively, ask the children if they have ever promised something, but did not 

keep that promise. Even though we are not always able to keep our promises, God always keeps His promises. 

 

CONTENT: God had promised Abram to give him a child but a long time passed and Abram and Sarai still 

had no baby. Since they were already quite old, they had a hard time waiting. They decided to take things into 

their own hands and do something about it instead of waiting for God’s promise. Sarai told Abram to take her 

female servant Hagar as a second wife in order to have a son through her. So Ishmael was born through Hagar 

the servant. Instead of continuing to trust God, Abram had listened to Sarai’s suggestion. This was a very big 

mistake. Abram offended God very much and because of that he lost God’s presence for thirteen years! That 

was a long time for God to not talk to Abram. Abram was 86 years old when Ishmael was born and 99 years 

old when the Lord appeared to him again. 
 

Though Abram had some failures and did not have God’s presence for 13 years, God still kept His promise to 

him. God did not remind him of his failures, but rather reminded Abram of His promises and reassured him. 

At this time God changed Abram’s name to Abraham. Abram means exalted father, but Abraham means a 

father of many nations. Even by changing his name, God was pointing to His promise since a ―father of many 

nations‖ meant he would have a lot of children and grandchildren and more. God also changed his wife’s 

name from Sarai to Sarah. Sarai means my princess and Sarah means princess. God promised to give her a 

son. She would be a mother of nations and kings of people will come forth from her. 

 

Do you know how Abraham reacted when God talked to him about this promise of having a son? Abraham 

fell on his face and laughed. He said in his heart, ―Will a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? 

And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?‖ Abraham wanted Ishmael to live before the Lord. But 

God said, ―No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish 

My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his seed after him.‖  
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The Lord also took care of Ishmael—he would be a great nation. But the Lord established His covenant, His 

agreement, with Isaac. God had promised a child through Sarah, the proper wife, and He would definitely 

fulfill His promise.  

 

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: Please pray and fellowship over which 

applications to cover. Please do not feel obligated to cover all the suggested applications. 

 

 God always keeps His promises. God will always keep His promise to us because He is faithful. He 

cannot deny Himself (2 Timothy 2:13). Even though Abraham failed, God still kept His promise and 

gave him a son through his proper wife Sarah. Sometimes we also fail God. But He still loves us and 

keeps His promises to us. 

 There are many promises in the Bible. Ask the children to list promises they know in both the Old 

Testament and New Testament. If they have a Bible, they can look at it for reference. We can also help 

by pointing out a few additional examples:  

o The children may remember from the recent Noah lessons about the promise associated with a 

rainbow, that God would not again judge the earth by a flood (Genesis 9:12-17). 

o Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be extended upon the land which 

Jehovah your God is giving you (Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:2 – first commandment with a 

promise). 

o He promised never to leave us or forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:8; Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 

28:20).  

o When we fail, we should confess our sins. He promised to forgive us (1 John 1:9). 
 
Adapted from the Church in New York City’s Children’s Meeting lessons: 7/12/87; 11/21/99; 11/20/05; 11/27/11 
 

 


