THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY
CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON
DATE: December 4, 2016
SUBJECT:GOD’S CALLING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: God Called Abraham (4) - Abraham’s Greatest Test: Giving His Best to God 
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 21:1-5; 22:1-19; Hebrews 11:17-19
AIM: To show the children that when we are obedient to God and give Him our best, we will be blessed.
SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM:Hebrews 11:17 (By faith Abraham, being tested, offered up Isaac; indeed he who gladly received the promises was offering up his only begotten,); 1 Peter 1:7 (So that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;); Mark 12:30 (And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul and from your whole mind and from your whole strength.); Matthew 6:33 (But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.)
SUGGESTED SONGS: 152 (What Can I Give Jesus?); 190 (I am Called); 146 (I Want the Lord to Have the First Place); 153 (Obey His Call); 65 (God’s Word); 1007 (By Faith Abraham); 9410 (I Believe the Promises); 155 (Blessing and Honor and Glory Be Thine); 44 (Father Abraham); 6407 (Seek Ye First the Kingdom); 6711 (The Great Command)
CRAFT IDEA: Prepare an altar from poster board, draw rocks on it, and add wood made from rolled up brown bags. Prepare a ram caught in the thicket with cotton balls and write “God will provide”.
APPROACH: Ask for a volunteer among the children. A serving one stands behind the child, close enough to catch him or her. The child will then fall backwards and the serving one will catch the child. This is to help demonstrate the matter of faith and trust.
BACKGROUND: In the previous lessons, we saw that God called out Abraham to follow Him. God Himself led Abraham, his wife Sarah, and Lot his nephew with his family into the land of Canaan. This is where Abraham and his family would dwell, and this is where Abraham would receive God’s blessing.
CONTENT: Abraham was one hundred years old when his wife Sarah gave birth to their son Isaac. The birth of Isaac was a miracle from God. When God first called Abraham, He promised him that he would have many descendants. Now, twenty-five years later, God began the fulfillment of His promise by the birth of Isaac. Isaac, being Abraham’s only son born through Sarah, was especially precious to him.
One day God tested Abraham. God asked him to take Isaac to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering. Abraham immediately obeyed God. He rose up early the next morning, prepared his donkey and took two of his young men and his son Isaac with him. He split wood for the burnt offering and left for the place God had told him about.
On the third day, Abraham saw the place from afar. Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; and I and the boy will go over there, and we will worship, and then we will return to you.” On the way, Isaac asked Abraham, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” (Gen. 22:5-7) Abraham reassured him that God Himself would provide the lamb for a burnt offering. So the two of them continued walking together.
They came to the place that God had told Abraham about. Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. Then Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the Angel of Jehovah called to him from the heavens and said, “Abraham, Abraham….Do not stretch out your hand upon the boy, nor do anything to him; for I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me” (Gen. 22:9-12).
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behind him there was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns. God had provided! Abraham took the ram and offered it up for a burnt offering in place of his son. Abraham called that place Jehovah-Jireh, as it is said to this day, “On the mount of Jehovah it will be provided” (Gen. 22:14). And the Angel of Jehovah called Abraham a second time from heavens and said, “By Myself I have sworn, declares Jehovah: Because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and will greatly multiply your seed like the stars of the heavens and like the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of his enemies. And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice” (v.13-18). So Abraham returned to his young men, and they went together to Beer-sheba, where Abraham lived.
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM:Please pray and fellowship over which applications to cover. Please do not feel obligated to cover all the suggested applications. 
· We should give our best to the Lord. God did not really want Abraham to kill Isaac. God wanted to test Abraham. Like Abraham, we should not love anything more than we love God. Even though God has blessed us with many things, we should not love any of those things more than God. Abraham loved his son Isaac very much, but he was still willing to give Isaac to God. We can pray for God to help us not love anything more than Him (video games, TV shows, sports, books). When we give the Lord our best, we will be more useful to Him and be blessed by Him.  
· The promises in the Bible are God’s Word. Abraham believed what God promised. God had promised that Abraham would have a son, Isaac, and that there would be many descendants. Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac, but Abraham also believed that God could resurrect someone from the dead based on that promise (Heb. 11:19a Counting that God was able to raise men even from the dead). Sometimes we may not understand what God is doing, or why we go through certain difficult experiences, but like Abraham, we should believe God’s promises. Man’s words may change, but God’s words are reliable and trustworthy, and He always keeps His promises. We can know many of God’s promises by spending time to read the Bible and memorizing our verses. When we have God’s Word stored in our hearts, this will help us to willingly obey God because we believe what God has promised. 
Adapted from the Church in New York City’s Children’s Meeting lessons: 12/19/93; 12/5/99; 12/4/05; 12/18/11
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