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THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY 

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON 
 
DATE: December 30, 2018 
SUBJECT: Special End of Year Celebration Time With the Children 
SCRIPTURES: Joshua 4:1-24; Psalms 9:1, 77:12, 98:1, 126:3, 136:1; Deuteronomy 8:2; Romans 8:28; 
Lamentations 3:22-23; James 1:17 
AIM: There are instances in the Bible where the Lord tells us to remember what He has done. This can 
encourage us and others, and help others to know about God. 
MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Psalms 9:1 (I will give thanks to You, O Jehovah, with all 
my heart; I will tell out all Your wonders.); Psalms 77:12 (And I will meditate on all that You have done 
And muse on Your doings.); Psalms 126:3 (Jehovah has done great things for us; We are joyful.); Psalms 
136:1 (Give thanks to Jehovah, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is forever.); Deuteronomy 8:2a 
(And you shall remember all the way that Jehovah your God has led you …); Psalms 98:1a (Sing to 
Jehovah a new song, For He has done wonderful things.) 
 
ACTIVITY: (1) FaceTime (video talk) with children from another locality or district. Greet each other 
and sing songs to each other, or sing together. (2) Photo and video slideshow of pictures with the children 
from this year, including Family Bible Camp, children’s meeting across districts, neighborhood children’s 
meeting, etc. (Video link will be provided privately to serving ones.) 
 
SUGGESTED SONGS: 3117 (How We Love the Children’s Meeting); 162 (Praise Him! Praise Him!); 
1615 (Count Your Blessings); 31(Surely He Will Care For You); 9210 BSS David Song #10 (Oh, The 
Lord is My Shepherd); 5509 (Psalm 100 - I will Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving in my Heart); 9607 
(God, our God, is Good); 3102 (Happy is the People); 9311 BSS Daniel Song #11 (Let the Name of God 
be Blessed); 1612 (Companions)  

 
CRAFT IDEAS: (1) Make a colorable version of 
the memory verse (use stick or straw with yarn for 
hanging). (2) Make thank you cards to those the 
children are thankful for. (3) Make a sparkler 
using disposable wooden chopsticks, ribbons (or 
construction paper or tissue) cut into strips, and 
decorative tape (washi tape). 
 

CONTENT: As this year comes to a close, we want to look back and reflect on all that the Lord has done 
for us. The Bible tells us to remember what the Lord has done, even to meditate on His doings. Meditate 
means to focus our thoughts and think deeply about something. This includes what the Lord did in Bible 
times and also what He has done today in our own lives and the lives of others. When we remember what 
the Lord has done for us, we are encouraged; and when we tell those things to other people, they get 
encouraged as well. We do not only do this as a new year is about to begin, but we do this each week as 
well. When your parents and other brothers and sisters give testimonies in the meetings and in the homes, 
they are telling out the wonders of the Lord. They are making known what He has done.  
 
Today we will tell you a story from the Bible that reminds God’s people to remember and reflect on what 
the Lord has done. In the book of Joshua the children of Israel were ready to cross into the good land. 
They were at the Jordan River. The priests carrying the Ark of the Testimony stepped into the Jordan 
River first. When they did so, the river stopped flowing downstream. The water upstream stood up in a 
heap. It did not flow downstream all the while the priests stood in the middle. Lord told the children of 
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Israel (through Joshua) to take 12 stones out of the Jordan River for a memorial. A memorial is something 
that commemorates an event and helps us to remember that event. This great event was the miracle of the 
waters of the Jordan river stopping so that the children of Israel could cross over into the good land on dry 
ground.  
 
Joshua commanded that one man from each tribe be selected to take out a stone. The stones were gathered 
together and after all had crossed and the priests carrying the Ark left to Jordan, the waters returned to 
their place and went over their banks as before. The people camped in Gilgal and there Joshua set up the 
twelve stones. He told the children of Israel that when their children ask what the stones mean, they 
should tell them about what the Lord had done -- He dried up the waters of the Jordan just like he had 
done to the Red Sea. This was so that all the people of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is 
mighty and that they would fear the Lord their God always. 
 
Just as the people of God in the Old Testament were reminded to tell their children and others about what 
the Lord had done for them, we should do the same. Our remembering and our recounting and telling out 
what the Lord has done is for all the people of the earth to know about our faithful God. Let’s spend some 
time to share some of the things the Lord has done for us this past year. 
 
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: 
 
● Serving ones can share some short testimonies of the Lord’s care, from smaller things (such as 

praying and finding a parking spot) to bigger things (such as praying for a family member or friend to 
believe into the Lord Jesus). There have also been prayers answered for the church, such as the Lord 
holding back the bad weather during the October 28 church gathering at Queens College. A Nor’easter 
had originally been forecasted, but the weather was not as bad as predicted. The Lord also added more 
saints, more children, and more district meetings to the church in New York City. 

 
● Help the children remember answered prayers and blessings. Try to get the children to speak. What 

are some good things that the Lord has provided for them? (James 1:17) 
○ For example, being together with other children in the children’s meeting, the Family Bible 

Camp, being in the homes of the saints, friends and family members coming to the meeting, 
children’s meeting or neighborhood children’s meeting. 

○ The Lord helping them to do well in school, concentrate when they do homework or study, 
and to help them understand subjects that they were not naturally good at, etc. 

○ Families, parents, siblings and relatives. 
 
● We can also ask the children what they expect in the new year. Perhaps some have parents that are 

expecting a new baby, or expect to move. Some children may be changing schools, including going to 
middle school for the first time. They can cast all their anxieties on the Lord by telling the Lord, and 
also thank the Lord that He loves them and is always caring for them. 

 
Church in New York City lesson 12/30/2018 
Craft idea source acknowledgment: Sparkless sparkler https://www.merrimentdesign.com 


