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THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY 
CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON 

 
DATE: April 21, 2019 
SUBJECT: THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: The Third Commandment (1 of 2)—You Shall Not 
Take the Lord’s Name in Vain  
SCRIPTURE: Exodus 20:7; Deuteronomy 5:11; Leviticus 19:12b; 22 :32a; Matthew 5:33-37 
AIM: God’s name is sacred and holy, and it is precious to us. We must honor His name and not take it in 
vain. Because His name represents His Person and is equal to Himself, to honor His name is to honor 
Him. 
MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Exodus 20:7 (You shall not take the name of Jehovah your 
God in vain, for Jehovah will not hold guiltless him who takes His name in vain.); Leviticus 22:32a (And 
you shall not profane My holy name…); Leviticus 19:12 (And you shall not swear falsely by My name, 
thus profaning the name of your God; I am Jehovah.) 
SUGGESTED SONGS: 107 (He is Lord) [teach in sign language]; 135 (The Joy of the Lord is my 
Strength, verse 4); 3104 (He is the King of Kings); 154 (Blessed Be the Name); 166 (All English Children 
Call Him “Lord”); 109 (Isn’t He Wonderful); 104 (Ev’rybody Ought to Know); 158 (Hallelu, 
Hallelujah!); 3732 (Jesus, Jesus); 9311 BSS Daniel Song 11 (Let the Name of God be Blessed) 
 
CRAFT IDEA: Write an acrostic poem—a poem in which the first letters of each line spell out a word or 
phrase. Have the children write one for the name “Lord” and one for their own name. Use letter stickers 
or fun fonts to spell out the name vertically, and the children can use pen/pencil to write out the rest 
horizontally. Mount on cardstock and create a paper frame. For example, the word “LORD” could look 
like this: 

Loving 
Orderly 
Righteous 
Dear 

 
APPROACH: 1) Write each child’s name on two sets of index cards or small pieces of papers with a) 
part of their name misspelled; b) with the wrong first name or last name. Hand the first set of cards to the 
children. Watch their reactions. Repeat the procedure with the second set of cards. 2) Call out or say some 
of the children’s names with various emotions (happiness, anger, etc.) Note their reaction. Together, 
discuss how they feel when their name is said incorrectly or negatively. 
 
CONTENT: The third commandment that God gave to the children of Israel on Mt. Sinai was “You 
shall not take the name of Jehovah your God in vain, for Jehovah will not hold guiltless him who 
takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7). The third commandment is based upon the previous two: that 
we have only one God to love and to serve, and that He will not tolerate any idols because He is a jealous 
God. His name is sacred; His name is holy, and His name is precious to us. It should never be taken in 
vain. The word vain means empty, meaningless, thoughtless, senseless, worthless, and not important. This 
means we should not use the Lord’s name in an empty way, such as in a careless or joking way. Neither 
should it be used in anger, for that is blasphemy. Nor should God’s name be used to prove a point, as 
when people swear by His name that they are telling the truth. 
 
A person’s name represents the person himself. A person is known by his name. A person is referred to 
by the use of his name. When a person is despised, his name is despised. When a person is loved, his 
name is precious. When a person is dishonored, his name is badly spoken of. When a person is honored, 
his name is lifted up. Even the tone we use when we speak or call a person’s name reveals how we feel 
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about the person, e.g., happy, angry, kind, etc. (Ask the children how they felt when their name was 
misspelled, or mispronounced, etc.) 
 
To take the name of the Lord in vain means to use it carelessly or in an empty way, without real value or 
significance. God’s name is not separate from Himself, and must be honored as His very person. We 
know this is important to God because He tells us that He will consider us guilty any time we use His 
name in the wrong way. We must be very careful not to speak His name in vain, but rather take care to 
speak His name in a reverent way. The Lord will one day judge us for all the careless words we speak 
(Matt. 12:36-37). It is even more serious to use His very name in vain. 
  
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: Please pray and fellowship over which 
applications to cover. Please do not try to cover all the applications. It is sufficient to cover just one or 
two applications which are appropriate for the age group of the children you are serving. 
 
● We should honor the Lord’s name because we honor the Lord. Just as our name represents us, 

the name of the Lord Jesus represents the Lord. How we use and express God’s name reveals how 
we feel about God. We should never use His name in a vain way. This means that:  

- We should never joke in any way using God’s name. 
- We should never express anger using God’s name—this is to curse with His name. 
- We should not use God’s name to try to back up what we are saying by saying, “I swear to 
God...” The Lord Jesus taught us to speak simply. We should say, “yes” and “no” (Matt. 5:33-
37) plainly. To swear is to deliberately use the Lord’s name in vain. 
- We should not use God’s name as an exclamation, such as “Oh, my God!” or “Oh, God!” or 
“Oh, my Lord!” as it is disrespectful to Him. 

 
● When anyone takes the Lord’s name in vain, it is offensive to Him, just like it is offensive to us 

when someone misuses our name or says it in a negative way. We must remember that just as our 
name represents us, the name of the Lord represents the Lord. We should only use the Lord’s 
name when we are praying, or talking to the Lord or about the Lord to others. We should not use 
His name loosely. 

 
● As God’s children, we are called Christians. Thus, we are known by and associated with the name 

of the Lord. We need to be an example to others in respecting and loving His name and never 
dishonor it. Also, how we behave can either bring honor to the Lord’s name or dishonor. We 
especially should be careful of our behavior in front of those who don’t know the Lord, e.g., any 
guests that may come to children’s meeting. Our behavior should never cause others to criticize or 
doubt our Christian faith or beliefs, or even cause them to not be willing to accept the Lord. We 
can play an important part and be a leader to show honor and respect to the Lord’s name!  

 
 
Adapted from Bringing Children from Adam to Christ–The Ten Commandments, Vol. 3, Lesson 6, and the Church in New York City 
Children’s Meeting lessons: 8/7/98; 6/2/02; 7/6/08; 4/20/14 
 
 


