
THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY 
CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON 

 
DATE:  August 4, 2019 
SUBJECT: THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: The Tenth Commandment (1 of 2)—You Shall Not            
Covet 
SCRIPTURE: Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21; Luke 12:13-15; Hebrews 13:5-6, 16; Acts 20:35;            
Romans 7:7; 1 Kings 21:4 
AIM: The Tenth Commandment to not covet touches the matter of greed in our heart. When we are not                   
thankful for what we have been given but instead wish for what others have, this can open the door for us                     
to lie, steal, or hurt others in order to obtain these things. We should learn to be thankful for what the Lord                      
has blessed us with.  
SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES: Exodus 20:17 (You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you             
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his                   
donkey, nor anything that belongs to your neighbor.); Luke 12:15 (And He said to them, Watch and guard                  
yourself from all covetousness, for no one’s life is in the abundance of his possessions.); Hebrews 13:5a                 
(Let your way of life be without the love of money, being satisfied with the things which are at hand;…) 
SUGGESTED SONGS: 2806 (Giving Song [story of Achan]), 8208 (You Shall Love the Lord Your               
God), 11 (Oh Be Careful), 1615 (Count Your Blessings), 9533 (Giving Thanks), 1013 (Always Rejoice),               
165 (Would You Like to Thank the Lord?), 3427 (I’m Thankful); 6719 (The Ten Commandments); 9320                
BSS Daniel Song 20 (We’re Jealous of that Daniel); 9557 BSS Genesis (I Love My               
Brother) 
CRAFT IDEAS: Make a “count your blessings” tree. Serving ones can print a             
black-and-white outline of a bare tree without leaves and prepare small circles or             
leaf shapes cut out of paper in different colors and/or patterns. On each circle or               
leaf, the children can write something the Lord has blessed them with (e.g.,             
family, friends, home, school). Then they can paste the circle (or leaf) onto the              
tree. https://www.somewhatsimple.com/free-count-blessings-tree-11-thanksgiving-printables/ 
 
APPROACH: Ask the children if they have ever wanted something their siblings or friends have (bigger                
Lego set, fancy faster bike, nice backpack, pretty doll, new game, special pen, cell phone, iPad, tablet,                 
Apple Watch). When their sibling or friend gets a new toy, how do they feel/react? Do they desire a new                    
toy also? 
 
CONTENT: What is coveting? Webster’s New World Dictionary defines it as “to desire ardently              
(especially, something that another person has); crave, long for.” To covet is to desire, or wish for with                  
eagerness; to desire earnestly. It is not limited to desiring material things, but may also include qualities                 
such as beauty, intelligence, and strength. 
 
The other nine commandments mainly deal with wrong and sinful actions; this commandment deals              
directly with our heart and thoughts. The feeling of wanting what others have is coveting. Our coveting of                  
what others have, whether great or small, can cause us to lie, steal or hurt others in order to obtain what                     
we covet. Even the thought, feeling, or wish inwardly of desiring what others have (without any outward                 
action) is coveting. (Depending on the age of the children, the serving team might consider discussing                
how wrongdoings or even crimes can occur as a result of coveting.) 
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Though Paul could boast that he was able to keep all of the outward commandments (Phil. 3:6), he                  
realized that before God, he was (as we all are) a sinner because in his heart he was covetous (Rom. 7:7).                     
Every human being covets something and covetousness in the heart can eventually lead to sinful actions. 
 
These are examples of some in the Bible whose coveting was not dealt with, resulting in the committing                  
of serious sins: 
 
● Achan: The children of Israel were defeated at Ai because Achan coveted and then took forbidden                

spoils from the enemy. “Israel has sinned. Indeed they have trespassed My covenant, which I have                
commanded them; indeed they have taken of that which was devoted to destruction; indeed they have                
stolen; indeed they have been deceptive; indeed they have put it among their goods. Thus the children                 
of Israel are not able to stand before their enemies … And Joshua said to Achan … And tell me what                     
you have done; do not hide anything from me. Then Achan answered Joshua … When I saw among                  
the spoil a beautiful mantle of Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing                   
fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And now they are hidden in the earth in my tent, with the                     
silver under it.” (Joshua 7:11-12, 19-21) Achan’s coveting led him to take what should have been                
destroyed, to take what should have been given to Jehovah (Joshua 6:19), and then to cover up his sin.                   
As a result of his actions, Jehovah’s anger was kindled and the children of Israel suffered the                 
consequence through their defeat at Ai, and Achan and his children were punished. 

● King Ahab: King Ahab coveted his neighbor’s vineyard and when he could not have it, he became                 
miserable. “And Ahab came into the house sullen and vexed because of the word that Naboth the                 
Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers. And he                     
lay down on his bed and turned away his face and would eat no food.” (I Kings 21:4). Eventually,                   
Jezebel his wife had the neighbor, Naboth, killed so that the vineyard could be given to her husband.                  
Our covetousness can lead us to be miserable and can lead to serious sins and even crimes. 

 
The Lord warned us not to be covetous: “Watch and guard yourself from all covetousness, for no one’s                  
life is in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15b). Covetousness has a lot to do with our hearts;                   
therefore, we need to guard our hearts. We should love the Lord our God from our whole heart and from                    
our whole soul and from our whole mind and from our whole strength (Mark 12:30). If we love the Lord                    
with our whole being, we would be thankful for what we have and not covet what we wish we could have.  
 
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: Please pray and fellowship over which           
applications to cover. Please do not try to cover all the applications. It is sufficient to cover just one or                    
two applications which are appropriate for the age group of the children you are serving. 
 
● We often desire material things that belong to others or qualities that they may have. We may think to                   

ourselves: “I wish I could have a new _____ (fill in the blank)” Or “I wish I could be (smart, athletic,                     
strong, etc.) like so-and-so”. We may throw a tantrum or become miserable or sad when we cannot                 
have what others have or attain what others have achieved (i.e. first place in a sports event, high                  
scores on tests, etc.). We should avoid comparing ourselves to others and be thankful and grateful for                 
the different qualities, talents, family situations, or material things, etc. that the Lord has blessed us                
with. We should work hard and do the best we can, and thank God for the abilities He gave us. 

 
● Since coveting is the source of many serious sins, we should deal with it so that our covetous thoughts                   

do not develop into sinful deeds. While many times we cannot help but to have these thoughts, as                  
soon as our conscience bothers us, we should bring these thoughts to the Lord.  
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● We should be careful not to feed the covetousness within us. When we watch television or feast our                  
eyes on toy catalogs/magazines or Internet sites which are full of things we wish we could have (but                  
may not necessarily need), it can cause us to “covet” those things even more intensely.  

 
● One way to overcome covetousness is to be content and thankful for all that the Lord has given us.                   

When we count our blessings, we will see that we don’t really need many of the things we desire.                   
When we do have a need, we should simply go to the Lord and pray that He would supply us with                   
what we need. The Lord is with us. He is always willing to listen and to help.  

 
 
Adapted from Bringing Children from Adam to Christ – The Ten Commandments, Vol. 3, Lesson 20, and the Church in New York City Children’s Meeting                         
lessons: 9/4/88; 8/14/05; 8/10/14 
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