
THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY 
CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON 

 
DATE:  August 11, 2019 
SUBJECT: THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: The Tenth Commandment (2 of 2)—You Shall Not Covet 
SCRIPTURE: Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21; Ecclesiastes 1:14; Deuteronomy 31:8; Hebrews 13:5-6; Matthew            
6:19-21, 25-34; John 6:1-13; 1 Kings 17:10-24 
AIM: As God’s children we should be content with what He has given us and where He has placed us, and be                      
generous to share our blessings with others. This is a way to show our love for God and for others.  
SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES: Hebrews 13:5 (Let your way of life be without the love of money, being                 
satisfied with the things which are at hand; for He Himself has said, “I shall by no means give you up, neither by any                        
means shall I abandon you”;); Luke 6:38 (Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure, pressed down, shaken                     
together, and running over, they will give into your bosom. For with what measure you measure, it shall be measured                    
to you in return.); Philippians 4:11 (Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances                    
I am, to be content.); 1 Timothy 6:6-8 (But godliness with contentment is great gain; For we have brought nothing                    
into the world, because neither can we carry anything out. But having food and covering, with these we will be                    
content.); Acts 20:35b (It is more blessed to give than to receive.) 
SUGGESTED SONGS: 4610 (My Father Knows Before I Ask); 2204 (Every Little Hair, Our God is Taking Care);                  
6407 (Seek Ye First the Kingdom); 197 (Little Birds Their Maker Praise); 2828 (Great is Thy Faithfulness); 146 (I                   
Want the Lord to Have The First Place); 4 (Be Careful What You Do); 193 (Is it Fair); 90                   
(Five Barley Loaves); 3420 (I was Hungry); 3440 (Inasmuch as you have done); 17 (What               
is Sharing all about); 9576 (Hospitality Song) 
CRAFT IDEA: (1) Make a paper basket with five barley loaves and two fish. Sample               
template can be found on https://craftingthewordofgod.com/2013/04/09/feeding-the-5000/      
(2) Make paper jars of oil and bread (related to optional story about the widow and Elijah). 
 
APPROACH: Have the children look at all the things they possess and see if they have any                 
items they can give to others not because they do not need or want them anymore, but to                  
make others happy. Ask them for recent examples of how they have shared toys or items they really liked. (Note:                    
they should check with their parent or guardian before giving away anything costly.) 
 
Alternative approach (this can also be done at the end of the lesson): Bring pint tubs of ice cream (1 tub for every 4                        
kids or so), plastic spoons, and disposable bowls. Give some kids (the “owners” of the ice cream) the unopened                   
containers of ice cream - some children will most likely have an outward reaction that indicates coveting. Then, give                   
other kids bundles of spoons. Finally, give some other kids small stacks of bowls. Let the kids try to figure out that                      
by sharing what they have, they can all enjoy some ice cream. We could purposely not put out enough spoons for                     
every child at first, to see if one with a spoon will offer it to another child. Please be mindful when purchasing the ice                        
cream of any allergies that the children may have. 
  
BACKGROUND: Last week we saw how covetousness is a serious sin before the Lord. As the God’s children, we                   
should resist covetousness. We should learn to be content and thankful for what the Lord has given us. This week we                     
shall see that we should be willing to give and to share what God has blessed us with.  
 
CONTENT: As God’s children we should be thankful to God and to our parents for what we have. We should be                     
willing to share all our blessings with others. This can be done by sharing our possessions, our homes (giving                   
hospitality), our skills, our talents, our knowledge and ideas, and our time. Happiness does not come from possessing                  
more, but, it comes from sharing, being satisfied and content with what we already have. If we seek happiness by                    
trying to satisfy all of our desires, we will only find, as King Solomon did, that it is like chasing the wind (Eccl.                       
1:14). God has promised never to leave nor forsake us (Deut. 31: 8). He cares for the birds and has even numbered                      
our hairs. He promised that if we seek first His kingdom, then He will provide for all our needs (Matt. 6:33). Having                      
a sharing heart will save us from coveting. 
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An example of sharing can be found in the miracle of the feeding of about five thousand men (possibly more                    
counting women and children). A great crowd followed the Lord Jesus because of all that He had done. It was                    
starting to get late in the day so His disciples came to Him and said, “This place is deserted, and the hour is already                        
late; Send them away so that they may go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy for themselves                   
something to eat.” (Mark 6:35-36) But Jesus told His disciples, “You give them something to eat.” (Mark 6:37) They                   
answered by saying, “Shall we go away and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” The                       
disciples could not understand how they could possibly feed that many people. One denarii was considered good pay                  
for a day’s worth of labor. Even if they spent 200 days worth of pay, it still seemed impossible to feed such an                       
enormous crowd.  
 
One of the disciples named Andrew said to the Lord, “There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two                       
fish, but what are these among so many? (John 6:9) Jesus asked everyone to sit down. After everyone was seated                    
Jesus took the barley loaves and thanked God for it. Then the disciples passed around the barley loaves and everyone                    
took as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. After everyone had eaten and were filled, the disciples                      
gathered twelve baskets still full of broken pieces from the barley loaves and fishes. Not only was everyone fed until                    
they were full, but there were even leftovers! It was just a small amount of food but the little boy was willing to                       
share what little he had. He could have tried to keep it for himself or sell it for money, but he gave it willingly for                         
others. Jesus was able to use it to feed more than five thousand people.  
 
Optional: (Additional story for older children) In a time of drought and famine, the widow of Zarephath shared her                   
last meal and home with the prophet Elijah. The prophet Elijah said, “I beg you, bring me a piece of bread in your                       
hand.” And she said, “I have nothing baked, but only a handful of meal in a barrel and a little oil in a jar; and I am                           
now gathering a few sticks that I may go and prepare it for me and my son, so we can eat it and die.” (1 Kings                          
17:11-12). But Elijah told her not to fear, and that she should make a cake for Elijah first, and then make something                      
for herself and her son. Miraculously, the barrel of meal did not give out, and the jar of oil did not run out. She did                         
what Elijah had instructed, and she and Elijah and her son ate for many days. She discovered that in her generosity,                     
God supplied her basic needs abundantly. She believed the promise of the prophet of God that “the barrel of meal                    
will not give out, nor will the jar of oil fail, until the day that Jehovah sends rain upon the face of the earth.” (1 Kings                          
17:14). She was someone who honored the virtue of giving hospitality. When we welcome God’s people into our                 
homes, we also welcome God into our home.  
 
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: Please pray and fellowship over which applications to             
cover. Please do not try to cover all the applications. It is sufficient to cover just one or two applications which are                      
appropriate for the age group of the children you are serving. 
 
● We need to thank and praise the Lord every day for what He has given to us. The more we thank and praise Him,                        

the happier and more content we will be.  
● We should always be willing to give cheerfully, not grudgingly, because the Lord Jesus taught us that “…It is                   

more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Giving makes our heart joyful and “A joyful heart makes a                    
cheerful countenance…” (Proverbs 15:13a) whereas when we are selfish and stingy, we are often the most                
unhappy. There are many ways we can give; for example, we can share our toys and clothing with others. We                    
can help to clean up at home, school, or in children’s meeting. Before grabbing the last piece of snack, we can                     
first ask if anyone else wants it. We can offer up our seat on the train to elderly people.  

● We need to practice hospitality and generosity even when we have limited resources, because we know that God                  
will supply all our needs as we comfortably place our trust in Him. For example, we can give up our beds when                      
our family offers hospitality to others. We can also help make our guests feel comfortable in our home by                   
offering them something to drink or asking if they need anything.  

 
Adapted from Bringing Children from Adam to Christ–The Ten Commandments, Vol. 3, Lesson 20, and the Church in New York City Children’s Meeting lessons:                        
9/4/88; 8/21/05; 08/17/14 
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